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All applications respecting subscription to the “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” or the purchase of single copies, 
should be addressed in London, to Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, E.C., 
and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in Edinburgh to Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, » 
116, Grafton Street. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. 4 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports issued 
by the Foreign Office on pp. 286-7. 


A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
the Trade Reports published by the Foreign Office since 
the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” and 
a list of the Reports issued by the Colonial Office during 
the same period, will be found on pp. 282-5. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 


BRITISH INDIA. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 
The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
su ocomotives, metre gauge, an ; 
Railway Material. the Indian State 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., and 
tenders are to be delivered at that office by two o'clock p.m. on 
Wednesday, the 21st inst., after which time no tender will be 
received. 

Form of tender, specifications, and conditions of contract may 
also be seen on application to the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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Openings for British Trade. 


H.M. Consul at Stettin writes: “I received lately an enquiry from 

Sint a firm in Burmah wishing to purchase the 

oP following articles, namely steel and iron, 

meen enamel-ware, buttons, wire nails, cotton sewing 

thread on spools, gold and silver thread and braid, candles, cutlery, 
beads, cotton and woollen goods, and general merchandise. 

“Names of manufacturers of two of the above articles were 

given, the remainder not being produced here. I shall be glad to 

give the name of the firm to any British manufacturer interested 

in the matter.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,774.) 


CANADA. 


The following were among the ae enquiries relating to Canadian 
trade received at the Canadian Government 
ey —— Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 

Conetion information may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries.— Enquiry is made for the name of a good firm 
in Canada who could deliver large quantities of railway sleepers 
and sleeper blocks of good red wood. 

A London salesman has asked to be furnished with the addresses 
in Canada of exporters of poultry and provisions. 

Enquiry is made for importers of cotton yarns and cloth by an 
English firm who are desirous of extending their business with 
Canada in these goods. 

A Liverpool firm ask to be placed in communication with some 
Canadian milling firms with a view to doing business in their 
flour. 

Application has been received for names of poultry and fish 
exporters in Canada. 

A Liverpool firm importing green fruit and hay are open to do 
business with Canadian shippers. 

Canadian Enquiry—A Canadian agent who takes occasional trips 
through the business centres of the country desires to hear from 
English firms requiring representation in the Dominion. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
Victoria Street, S.W. 


In the “Engineering Record” (New York) of 19th ult., it is stated 
Distt ter that the Commissioners of Sewers and Water 
FR te. Supply at Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, 
propose to reconstruct the reservoir and instal 
_—— an additional water supply for the town at an 
: estimated cost of 7,000/. Tenders for the said 
work will be opened on or about Ist June. The Engineer in 
Charge is Mr. F. C. Coffin, of Boston, Mass. 
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EGYPT. 


The Egyptian “J — Officiel” of 19th ult. announces that the 
gyptian Ministry of Finance invites tenders 
for the supply of 18,750 mitkals (about 

2,793 ounces) of silver thread (98 per cent. 
pure silver), of which 15,000 mitkals (about 2,234 ounces) gilt, 
required for the making of the Holy Carpet. 

All persons wishing to tender for the supply of this silver thread 
should address themselves to the “ Direction du Secrétariat” of 
the Finance Ministry, Cairo, in order to learn the conditions of the 
auction, and examine samples of the silver thread. 

Tenders, which must be written on stamped paper of 30 mil- 
liémes, will be received up to 12 midday on the 29th inst. 

Any tender received after the above date and hour will not be 
taken into consideration. 

The Ministry of Finance reserves to itself the right to accept or 
refuse any tender. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade has 
Tenders for T received from the administration of the 
Egyptian State Railways a communication 
—— stating that tenders will be received up to the 
28th inst. for the supply of 50,000 taper firebricks in accordance 
with the conditions of contract, copy of which may be seen on 
application to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Specifications with forms of tender can be obtained on applica- 
tion to Lieut.-Col. J. H. Western, R.E., ©.M.G., Broadway 
Chambers, Westminster, S.W., on payment of 2s. each copy. 


RUSSIA—SIBERIA. 


The “ Engineering and Mining Journal” (New York) of 12th ult. 
. states that in the Russian Ministry of Finance 
a project is being worked out 
; ¥: a line of railway from the upper reaches of the 
Angara River to the ‘River Vitim. The projected railway will 
traverse the richest gold-bearing district of Siberia, which is that 
lying to the north-east of Lake Baikal, and it will be 600 miles in 
length. There are no transportation facilities in the region in 
question, and the nearest railway accommodation is that provided 
by the Trans-Baikal section of the Siberian Railway. 
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Openings for British Trade. 


GERMANY. 


In his recent report to the Foreign Office on the trade of Pomerania 
in 1901, H.M. Consul at Stettin writes as follows 

British Candles. with regard to openings for British trade in that 
district :— 

“In my report for 1898 I drew special attention to the 
inferiority of the candles sold here, the price being at 
the same time relatively high. No enquiries were, however, 
received from British manufacturers or exporters, nor are British 
candles obtainable here. In February last I was therefore some- 
what surprised at seeing similar remarks, with the addition of 
technical reasons, published in a commercial paper as follows :— 

“«« German Praise of English Candles.—Der Seifenfabrikant (the 
Soap Manufacturer), in an essay on British candles, observes that 
the better kinds are short, thick, and bulging, with broad compact- 
woven wicks, which illuminate very well. It is characteristic of 
the wick that, while giving a bright light it burns only at the tip, 
not as most wicks, which burn onward from the candle edge, and 
bring about an unnecessary fast melting of the candle’s constituents. 
So far as we know, remarks the writer, no such candles are to be 
had in the German market. British candle manufacturers will 
only be too happy to make good this defect in Germany without 
any delay.’ 

‘Doubtless these particulars are correct, and in any case candles 
iving but little light and costing nearly double the price of good 
ritish candles are largely manufactured and sold here. The 

import duty amounts to 18 marks per 100 kilogs. (17s. 8d. per 
220 Ibs.). 

« Sel any candle manufacturer be interested in this matter 
I shall be glad to procure and forward sample packets together 
with all particulars of the most saleable brands. Almost all the 
enquiries received at this Consulate are with a view to the 
purchase of German goods, and very rarely do merchants seek 
buyers in this province. 


“In my last wre Jong | ome I have remarked on the very 
arge demand for woollen cloth of British make. 
po oreo I noticed lately in the window of a tailor doing 
a large high class trade, that every single piece 
of cloth was marked ‘ Echt English’ (real English), and this is 
the case all over Stettin. 

“ As previously stated, tailors have expressed their readiness to 
buy direct from firms in the United Kingdom, but say that no 
British travellers ever call on them; at the present time there 
would appear to be only one tailor here who buys direct, cloth 
being usually bought from wholesale houses in Berlin, Aachen, 
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&c., and some of it certainly appears not to be of British manufac- 
ture, although labelled as such. 

“T have before me two advertisements of Leeds and Dudley 
firms offering ‘suit and trouser lengths’ and ‘cut lengths’; 
these would meet with a ready sale here among tailors not wishing 
to buy whole pieces, which especially in the case of fancy cloths, 
only find a sale among the manufacturers of ready-made clothing, 
of which there are 40 here producing goods to the value of over 
1,500,0001. yearly.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,774.) 


FRANCE—TUNIS. 


With reference to the notice on pp. 388-9 of the “ Board of Trade 
Railwa: Journal” of 28th November last, the French 
Mate nw “ Journal Officiel ”” of 1st inst. publishes the text 
‘ of a law authorising the Tunisian Government 
to contract a loan of 40,000,000 francs (1,600,0001.), to be utilised 
exclusively for the construction of the following lines of railway :— 
1. From Pont-du-Fahs to Kalaat-es-Senam with a branch line 
over the River Kef. 
2. From Kairouan to Sbiba. 
3. From Bizerta to Nefzas. 
4. From Sfax to the Sousse railway system. 


PORTUGAL. 


The “ Diario do Governo ” of 28th ult. contains a notice calling for 
tenders to be presented up to noon on 26th 
Contract for Flax. inst., and which will be opened at the same 
hour on the following day in the Secretariat of 
the Purchasing Commission of the Ministry of Marine, Lisbon, for 
the supply of 70 metric tons of white flax in bales, and 80 metric 
tons of unretted flax in bales. Further information, it is stated. 
will be furnished on application at the Secretariat named. 
A provisional deposit of 900 milreis, or about 150/., is required 
to qualify any tender. 


SPAIN. 


The following information with regard to openings for British 
Supplies for trade in Spain has been published in a recent 
viz.; of the British Vice-Consul at Gijon. 
aie Pottery.—A pottery company, with a capital 
of 675,000 pesetas (19,8501.), has been recently formed in 
Oviedo with the object of manufacturing articles of earthenware, 
for which machinery and raw materials will be required. 
Celluloid and Camphor.—A factory has been established for 
making celluloid and refining camphor. 
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Paint.—A paint factory has been established, and is open to 
purchase articles connected with its manufacture. 

Hats.—A factory for the manufacture of hats has been erected, 
the machinery for which has been purchased in Italy. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,771.) 


The British Vice-Consul at Gijon also reports that the obsolete 
: methods of agriculture are now undergoin 
strong in Asturias, and the 
” importation of modern agricultural machinery 
is doing a great deal to show the Asturian farmer that the use of 
modern appliances is both profitable and labour saving. Large 
numbers of American and Belgian ploughs are being purchased. 
An association has recently been formed at Infiesto for acquiring 
information on modern methods of farming, better seeds and 
cattle for improving the breed. This association is styled “ El 
Gremio Agricolo, Gijones,” to which communications should be 
directed. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,771.) 


In the same Report the British Vice-Consul writes: “ A change 
New Coal of great significance has begun in coal mining 
Siaenies: in Asturias for the calculations of geologists 
Opening ; regarding the existence of large quantities of 
for Machinery. coal in the tract of level country surrounding 
‘Gijon, which comprises an area of about 
150,000 acres, have been realised. Boring operations have been 
going on in the immediate neighbourhood of Gijon during the 
latter part of last year, with the result that two seams of coal have 
been discovered, the first one 2 ft. thick, and the second 3 ft. 6 in. 
thick. Another seam is expected to be struck shortly. 

“The analysis and opinion of experts testify that the coal 
discovered is of a quality superior to any yet mined in Asturias. 

“ This new departure in the manner of working in this district, 
hitherto confined to surface mining, is one of great importance to 
manufacturers of coal mining machinery, and it is to be hoped that 
British manufacturers will not be slow to recognise the opening of 
a fresh market for their machinery, and allow their Continental 
rivals to gain a position which once obtained can only be wrested 
from them with the greatest difficulty.” (oreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,771.) 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 29th ult. contains a Decree granting 
: to the Railway Company of San Martin-Lieres- 
pene ors 0 Gijon-Musel the concession for 99 years, without 
ppies. —_ State subvention, for a railway from San Martin 

del Rey Aurelio to Santa Ana and a branch to Rozadas. 
It may be noted that this concession was applied for in the first 
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instance by the Sociedad Crédito Industrial Gijonés and transferred 
to the railway company mentioned. 

Materials for railways are admitted into Spain under special 
rates of duty, as stated on pp. 434-5 of the “Board of Trade 
Journal ” of 22nd February, 1900. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 30th ult. contains a notice calling for 
tenders, which will be opened on the 16th 


sa aged prox. at noon, in the office of the Arsenal of 
a Carraca, and simultaneously in the other offices 


below mentioned, for the purchase of the 
steamship “General Valdés,” at present at the Arsenal of Carraca, 
with her boilers, machinery, and other accessories which are stated 
in the table of conditions and inventory on view in the Ministry of 
Marine, and in the Secretariats of the Arsenals of Carraca, Ferrol, 
and Cartagena, at the upset price of 220,000 pesetas, or about 
6,3511. A provisional deposit of 11,000 pesetas, or about 3181., is 
required to qualify any tender. 


The same “ Gaceta” contains a notice calling for tenders to be 
Gaidhieneh ie presented up to 5 p.m. on 2nd prox., and which 
Port Works will be opened at noon on 7th prox. in the 

‘Ministry of Agriculture, Industry, Commerce, 
and Public Works, Madrid, for the construction of the works 
comprised in the first group of those planned for the port of Rosas, 
in the Province of Gerona, the upset amount of the contract being 
1,297,845°91 pesetas, or about 37,4387. The estimate, conditions, 
and plans of the work may be seen in the ministry named, and in 

the office of the civil government of the Province of Gerona. A 

provisional deposit of 13,000 pesetas, or about 375/., is required to 

qualify any tender. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 3rd inst. contains mnatice calling for 
tenders, which will be opened at noon on the 
5th prox., simultaneously in the Directorate 
General of the “ Administracion Municipal,” in 
Madrid, and in the ‘Casa Consistorial,” 
P Santander, in both of which offices, the plans, 
specifications, and other conditions may be seen, for the works of 
the construction of the Municipal Offices of Santander at the 
upset price of 623,206°18 pesetas, or about 18,075]. A provisional 
deposit of 31,813°48 pesetas, or about 923/., is required to qualify 
any tender. The “Gaceta” contains a long description of the 
various conditions of the contract. 
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SPAIN—CANARIES. 
The “ Gaceta de Madrid ” of 2nd inst. contains a notice calling for 


Contract for tenders to be presented up to 5 p.m. on 
Pier Building. 


2nd prox., and which will be opened at noon 

on 7th idem in the Directorate-General of 

Public Works, Madrid, for the work of the prolongation of the 

pier in the Port of Nievés, in Agaete, Island of Grand Canary, at 
the upset price of 152,441-°32 pesetas, or about 4,4211. 

The estimate, conditions and plan for the works may be seen in 


the Ministry of Agriculture, Industry, Commerce and Public 
Works, Madrid. A provisional deposit of 7,700 pesetas, or about 
2231., is required to qualify any tender. 


The ‘“‘ Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


TURKEY IN ASIA. | 


The United States Consul at Beirut reports that inquiries about 
— automobiles are being made in Syria. Only 
Spies Se one specimen, an inferior second-hand French 
— machine, has been seen in Beirut; but it is 
Syria om thought that in Syria and Palestine, with their 
Palestine. lack of railways and street cars and with their 
rapidly developing carriage-road systems, automobiles would do 
well. A new road is now being built between Sidon and Beirut, 
and will soon replace the ancient bridle path. While this road 
will be level, others throughout this region are steep and make 
numerous sharp turns. Vehicles in use, therefore, must be strong 
and durable. In Beirutalone, 500 horse carriages are running, and 
hundreds more are in use in the Lebanon and in Palestine. The 
country is poor, and, except possibly for the accommcdation of 
tourists, there would not at present be much demand for auto- 
mobiles outside of Beirut. 

The tourist traffic has more than doubled in Syria during the 
last ten years. At present, about 750 foreign tourists pass 
through Beirut annually, most of them proceeding to Baalbek and 
Damascus. Twice this number go through Palestine. Galilee is 
also growing in favour among tourists. ‘The figures given do not 
include pilgrims, thousands of whom seek the holy places, nor the 
sfecial excursions which lately have come into vogue. 
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CUBA. 
A correspondent writing to the “Implement Age” (Philadelphia) 
of 15th uit., says that with the control that the 


| evsnnagl United States have in Cuba, many Americans 
peo are going to that island to cultivate the orange 


tree, and large plantations are being prepared. 
The orange tree has an enemy in Cuba in a large ant more than 

half an inch long, having an enormous head, provided before the 

mouth with powerful pincers, with which they despoil of leaves in 


one night the largest orange tree. This ant is found in South 


America, in all the islands that are in the Torrid Zone, in many 
districts of Mexico and is everywhere destructive in its work. 
These ants live in the sub-soil. ‘They make large holes and 
very long galleries—sometimes 100 (hundred) yards long. The 
method at present employed to kill them is to introduce an iron 
pipe, to which a large bellows is connected, into a hole made in 
the place where the ants enter the ground. Sulphurous smoke 
and gases are then blown through the pipe by means of the 


bellows, and the ants are destroyed. 


This system is very unsatisfactory, and it is suggested that the 
best way would be to have a complete machine made especially 
for the purpose. To quote from the above paper :—‘‘ Suppose 
a frame on wheels, light enough to be carried by hand to any 
place required, and upon this frame an air pump or a blower 
or bellows attached. ‘Then a furnace must be provided for the 
supply of wood, sulphur and arsenic. The air into the furnace 
must all come through bellows, and a pipe in the upper part must 
carry out the smoke and gas into the hole of the ants. The end of 
the pipe must be flexible to make easy its introduction. The 
entrance is from half to three-quarters of an inch in diameter. 

“ This tool would be popular not only in the island of Cuba, but 
in South America and all the tropical islands. 

“A similar machine moved by steam has been once used in 
Cuba in the manufacture of sugar, when the sulphurous gas was 
employed to purify the juice of sugar cane.” 

The writer adds that he believes the manufacturer of such a 
machine would find a very profitable field. 


BRAZIL. 
The Foreign Office have received a telegram from H.M. Consul- 
a General at Rio de Janeiro, dated 30th ult., 
f a Rail stating that the Brazilian Government call for 
—— way. tenders up to the 14th inst. for the provisional 


lease of the Minas Rio Railway. 

According to the “Stock Exchange Official Intelligence” for 
1902, the Minas and Rio Railway Company, Limited, was 
purchased by the Brazilian Government as from 31st December last. 


f 
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FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM IN 
APRIL, 1902. 


I—GENERAL. 


The trade returns for April, 1902, show a decrease as com- 
pared with the corresponding month of 1901 in the values of the 
Imports into the United Kingdom, but an increase in the values of 
the Exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures, and 
the Exports of foreign and Colonial merchandise. 

The value of the Imports in April, 1902, was 46,199,928/., 
a decrease of 65,6891., or 0-1 per cent., as compared. with 
those in April, 1901, whilst the total Exports amounted to 
30,166,4781., showing a net increase of 1,893,4381/. The Exports 
of British and Irish produce and manufactures alone show an 
increase of 1,505,496/., or 6:8 per cent., as compared with April, 
1901, whilst there is an increase of 387, 9421., or 6°1 per cent. in 
the Exports of foreign and Colonial merchandise. 


II.—IMPORTS, 


The following table shows the value of the Imports for April, 
1902, as compared with the corresponding month of 1901 and 
1900, according to the different categories of merchandise :— 


Imports from Foreign Countries and British Possessions. 


Increase (+)|Increase (+) 


or 

Decrease (—)|Decrease (—) 
in 1902 in 1902 

as compared | as compared 

1900. | 1901. | 1902. with 1901. with 1900. 


Month ended 30th April. 


£ £ £ 
. Animals, living (for food) $19,442 829,695 543,324 — 286,371| — 276,118 


. (A.) Articles of food and drink, 
dw 
(B.) icles of food and drink, 
utiable 5,149,761 | 3,079,102 — 2,070,659 


Tobacco, dutiable.. 326.655 | 344,863 18,208 | — 

. Metal 2,507,877 | 2,393,835 | 2,842°391 448,556 | + 
° “dyestuffs and tan- 

Substances 500,206 | 626,985| 735,210 108,225 | + 

+ 


| 
.|12,543,450 |14,087,297 |13,895,681 — 191,616) + 1,352,231 
481,188 


. .| 874,687 929,133 | 1,016,102 86,969 141,415 

. dl materials for textile manu- 
factures 7,326,745 | 8,202,376 | 7,868,941 333,435 542,196 

. Raw materials for sundry indus- 
tries and manufactures ...| 4,807,635 | 4,313,054 | 4,523, 721 210,667 283,914 
- Manufactured articles ... ...| 8,014,276 | 8,103,587 + 1,190,570 + 1 4279, 881 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles ...| 1,289,437 | 1,214,142 | 1,976, + 762,663) + "687, 368 
Parcel post .. 88,855 89,097 9,466 | — 


Total value... ... .../42,681,876 46,265,617 46,199,928 | — 65,689) + 3,518,052 


Norz.—Sugar an er cognate articles became liable to duties on the 19th April, 1901, and are 
included in Section of the above table. Corn, grain, flour, &c., which became subject to duty 
on and after the 15th April, 1902, are, for this month, included in Section II. (A). 


I 
4,113 
II 334,514 
IV 
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Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom in April, 1902. 


Comparing the imports of the principal articles last month with 
those of April, 1901, the chief increases are the following :— 
butter 216,8261., meat, preserved otherwise than by salting, 
142,6241., iron ore 186, 9971., copper unwrought and part wrought 
157,1641., steel unwrought 111,0691., jute 142,1221., sheep or 
lambs’ wool 460,5651., caoutchouc 120, 9001., cotton manufactures 
124,0901, machinery and mill work 181,3951., motor cars 121,1801., 
silk manufactures 332,342/., and woollen manufactures 203,374. 

As between the same two periods the principal decreases are as 
follows :—corn 346,6951., fresh beef and mutton 307,3811., potatoes 
160,3651., coffee 166,199/., sugar 1,959,215/., copper ore and 
regulus 191,080/., raw cotton 917,2681., hemp dressed and 
undressed 116, 5461., nitrate of soda 105, 8601, , and leather 101,64217. 


III.—EXPORTS. 


The following table shows the value of the Exports of British 
and Irish produce and manufactures for the month of April, 
1902, as compared with the corresponding period of 1901 and 
1900, and the increase or decrease in each principal category :— 


| Increase (+) 
Month ended 30th April. or or 

Decrease ) Decrease 
in 1902 in 190 

as compared | as Fock 


| | | 
£ 
63,619|  47,245| 60,811| + 13,566 
845,324 | 982°265 | 1,067.716| + 85,451] + 222° 
| 2,970,219 | 2,668,460 | 2°478;647 | — 189,813 491,572 
| 


I. Animals, livin ‘ 
. Articles of food and drinix 
. Raw materials... 
. Articles manufactured and 


1909. 1901. | 190 1902. 1901. | with 1900. 
| 
‘| 
ar 


partly manufactured, viz. 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics 7,759,139 | 7,880,549 | 8,648,345 | + 767,796 889,206 
(B.) Metals and articles manu- 
machinery and ships) . {| | 3,507,680 | 3 432,225 | — 75,457 536,413 
(C.) Machinery and millwork .. 1,725,320 | 1,544,614 | 1,655 067 | 110,453 70,253 
(D.) Ships, new (not registered a 
as British) p 540,371 500,472 | 430,564 69,908 109,807 

(E.) Apparel and articles of ¥ 
personal use 69) ,903 753,197 | 819,661 | + 66,464 127,758 

(F.) Chemicals and chemical | | 
and medicinal preparations.... 892,007 812,745 | 1,028,188 | + 215,443 136,181 

(G.) All other cules, either | 

| 
..| 2,968,242 | 3,015, | 3,543,854 | + 528,431 575,612 
(H.) “Parcel ‘post | 27453 °327,453 | + 98 7070 107,086 


Total value... 23,492 1529 | + 1,505,196 847,382 


Exports of Foreign and Colonial Produce. 


Totalvalue.. 5,860,547 | 6,286,007 6,673,949 | + $67,942 | + 813,402 
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Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom in April, 1902. 


Comparing the exports of the principal articles in April, 1902, 
with those of April, 1901, the chief increases are in the following 
articles :—Cotton piece goods 473,458/., other manufactures of 
cotton 129,547/., linen piece goods 45,954l., iron unwrought and 
wrought 346,510/., steam engines 139,316/., apparel and slops 
66,184/., sulphate of copper 74,253/., chemical manure 51,3221., 
railway carriages for passengers 59,630/., seed oil 54,8911. skins 
and furs 58,305/., and combed or carded wool 53,2941. 

The principal decreases are in the following :—Coal, coke and 
fuel 232,615/., telegraphic wires and apparatus 494,168/., 
machinery other than steam engines 28,863/., ships, new, not 
registered as British 69,908/., hats 23,069/., arms, ammunition 
and military stores 46,257/., and railway trucks of iron 72,8531. 


IV.—TRADE FOR THE FIRST FOUR MONTHS OF 1902. 


The following table shows the value of the Imports from Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions for the four months ended the 


30th April last, as compared with the corresponding periods of the 
two previous years :— 


Imports from Foreign Countries and British Possessions. 


Four Months ended 
30th April. Decrease ( 
in 


| as compared | as compared 


1900. 1901. with 1901. 


£ £ & £ 
I. Animals, li r food) 3,083,605) 2,904,489) 2,403,208; — 501,281 | — 680,397 
II. (a ) of and drink, 
46,754,474! 52,739,043) 51,197,480, — 1,541,563 | + 4,443,006 


) of food and rink, 
tiable 18,703,780} 16,610,980) — 2,092,800 | + 
dutiable.. .. | 1,460, 1,372,935) 1,444,720) + 71,785 | — 
. Metals . | 10,242,062) 9,922,841) 10,757,657) + 834,816 | + sis. 305 
Chemicals, “dyestutfs, and tan- 
ning substances ..| 2,265,711] 2,461,773] 2,386,529) — 75,244 | + 120,818 
. Oils ...| 3,536,950) 3,637,284 3; 773,998] + 136,714 | + 237,048 
. w materials for textile manu- 


..| 31,385,174) 32,909,600) 34,181,496 | + 1,271,896 | + 2,796,322 


Ill 
IV. 
VI 
VIL. materials for sundry indus- 
Vil 
Ix 


tries and manufactures _...| 17,199,476] 15,470,859] 15,206,724, — 264,135 | — 1,992,752 
. Manufactured articles ... 32,483,757| 32,048,859] 32,821,297] + 772,438 | + 337,540 
- (A) Miscellaneous articles | 5,751,715| 5,707,095| 7,623,805] + 1,916,710 | + 1,872,090 
(B.) Parcel post... 494,495| 433,842, — 60,653 | + 2,970 

Total value... ...__...|169,874,767|178,373,053|178,841,736, + 468,683 | + 8,966,969 


Norer.—Sugar and other cognate articles became liable to duties on the 19th April, 1901, and are 
included in Section [1. (B) of the above table. Corn, grain, flour, &c., which became subject to duty 
on and after the 15th April, 1902, are, for this month, included in Section II. (A). 

The value of the Exports of home produce and of foreign and 
colonial produce during the first four months of 1902, as compared 
with like periods of 1901 and 1900, is as shown in the subjoined 
table :— 


or 
—)| Decrease (—) 
in 1902 
Wi 
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Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom in April, 1902. 


Exports of British and Irish Produce and Manufactures. 


Four Months ended (+)/1 peo (+) 
30th April. D. (-) D. (-) 
in 1902 in 190 
as com 48 compared 
1900. | 1901. | 1902. with 1901. with 1900. 
£ £ & £ & 
I. Animals, living ... 249,055 | 211,043| + 36,636) — 38,012 
II. Articles of food and drink _ ..,| 3,703,370 | 4,037,475 | 4,472,025 | + '434,550| + 768,655 
III. Raw materials... ...._... 11,829,202 |10,535,528 | 9,410,630 | — 1,124,898 | — 2,418,572 
IV. Articles manufactured ag 
partly manufactured, viz. :— | 
(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics... 35,516,485 |35,078,282 |35,568,429| + 490,147) + 51,944 
(B.) Metals and articles manu- 
factured therefrom (except 
machinery and ship... (15,653,616 |12,912,194 |12,842,987 | — 69,207 | — 2,810,629 
(C.) Machinery and millwork ...| 6,490,221 | 5,803,823 | 5,626,486 | — 177,337) — 863,735 
(D.) Ships, new (not registered ~ 
as British) ove ane ...| 1,735,289 | 4,072,928 | 2,164,168 | — 1,908,760 | + 428,879 
(E.) Apparel and articles of 
personaluse ...... 3,228,651 | 3,647,708 | 3,709,088 | +  61,385| + 485,437 
(F.) Chemicals and chemical) 
and medicinal preparations 3,477,546 | 3,163,545 | 3,414,718} + 251,173} — 62,828 
(G.) All other articles, either 
manufactured or partly maiu- 
acti ...|11,999,102 |12,264,896 |12,642,295 | + 377,399; + 643,193 
(H.) Parcel post ... 887,962 | 1,108,531 | 1,229,348 | + 120,817) + 341,386 
Total value... 92,799,312 |91,291,217 | — 1,508,095 | — 3,474,282 
s | 8 £ £ 2. 
Total value ... .+.]22,584,675 (22,604,127 22,132,967 | — 371,160| — 451,708 


V.—SHIPPING IN APRIL, 1902. 


The tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United Kingdom 
from foreign countries and British possessions, with cargoes, during 
the month ended April, 1902, amounted to 3,062,159 tons, and the 
tonnage cleared to 3,681,001 tons, as against 3,054,169 tons entered 
and 3,461,358 tons cleared in the month of April, 1901. With 
regard to the coasting trade, the tonnage entered with cargoes 
during April, 1902, amounted to 2,584,060 tons, and the tonnage 
cleared to 2,543,295 tons, as against 2,436,513 tons entered, and 
2,417,157 tons cleared in April, 1901. 


VI.—FOUR MONTHS’ SHIPPING (JANUARY-APRIL). 


The tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United Kingdom 
from foreign countries and British possessions, with cargoes, during 
the four months ended 30th April, 1902, amounted to 11,306,022 tons, 
and the tonnage cleared to 13,614,288 tons, as against 10,844,739 
tons entered and 13,335,521 tons cleared in a similar period of the 
year 1901. With regard to the coasting trade, the tonnage entered 
with cargoes during the first four months of 1902 amounted to 
10,108,707 tons, and the tonnage cleared’ to 9,960,284 tons, as 
against 9,638,831 tons, entered, and 9,585,453 tons cleared in the 
first four months of the year 1901. 
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BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Stettin—In the report of H.M. Consul at Stettin (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,774) it is stated that no enquiries (with a view 
to sales) have been received during the past year from manufac- 
turers or exporters of the various saleable goods; no doubt the 
small number of articles of British origin exposed for sale at 
Stettin may largely be attributed to this fact. The Consul adds: 
“Tt is to be regretted that the remarks and suggestions contained 
in Consular reports are not more widely taken notice of by 
technical and industrial publications, and thus made known in 
interested circles, from which criticisms might often-be of value to 
Consuls endeavouring to push British trade, who are frequently 
unaware if their efforts are made in the right direction.” 


Lombardy H.M. Consul for Lombardy in a recent report to 
the Foreign Office writes as follows :—“ I believe it has been said 
that in my reports I do not indicate special outlets for British 
trade. Such special indications would, I think, be superfluous if it 
be borne in mind that all, or very nearly all, manufactured articles 
in common use in other European countries find a market also in 
Italy, as is proved by the large imports from Germany, Switzer- 
land, and, in a lesser degree, France and Austria-Hungary, which 
countries sedulously cultivate this market, either by means of 
branch houses or active commercial travellers. If textile machinery 
be excepted, it is certain that the United Kingdom does not supply 
her fair share of Italy’s imports of manufactures, and that she 
ought to do more business here. As I have previously pointed 
out, goods of British manufacture have not lost their prestige, and 
I have little doubt that many articles are sold as being of such 
manufacture which have never crossed the Channel.” (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,773.) 

Gijon (Spain)—The British Vice-Consul at Gijon, in the district 
of Corunna, reports as follows on the supply of British machinery 
for the Spanish market :—‘The position held by the United 
Kingdom is not satisfactory, and is in a great measure due, 
apart from the fact that British machinery is the most costly, 
to the length of time demanded for delivery of orders. An 
instance may here be given where tenders were recently called for 
to supply an 80-ton crane for the new harbour works at the port 
of Musel, when some British firms proposed delivery in nine 
months, and one firm in 12 months, while a French house 
guaranteed delivery in six months, and obtained the order in 
consequence, 

“There are many instances of a similar character, which militate 
against British machinery being favoured, and if manufacturers 
desire even to retain the position they now hold, they must 
endeavour to give quicker and cheaper delivery, and bring their 
catalogues up to date by changing the antiquated system of 
weights and measures, thereby making them intelligible to 
foreigners.” (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,771.) 
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IMPORT TRADE OF THE TRANSVAAL (Two Montus). 


The following table, showing the value of the principal and 
other articles imported into the Transvaal in the two months ended 
February, 1902, as compared with the corresponding period of 
1901, is compiled from official figures published in the Pretoria 
“Government Gazette” of the 4th April last :— 


Two Two months 
ende ended 
Articles, February, | February, 
1901. 1902. 
£ 
Metals and manufactures of (includes agricultural 

implements, bicycles, hardware, eae, ma- 

chinery, &¢.) 6,000 380,000 
Apparel, haberdashery, &e. (includes hats) . 49,000 171,000 
Provisions, exclusive of corn and dairy products 

(includes coffee, chicory, cocoa, confectionery, biscuits, 

meats, fresh and preserved, fish, fresh and preserved, 

jams, tea, vegetables, Sruits, salt, 

Se. 54,000 151,000 
Corn and grain (includes “four, meal and rice) she 35,000 63,000 
Drugs and chemicals <3 5,000 54,000 
Leather and manufactures (includes “saddler y and 

boots and shoes)... 17,000 53,000 
Dairy products (includes ‘butter and butterine, £998; 

cheese, preserved milk, $e.) «. 18,000 42,000 
Wood and manufactures (includes furnitu re). ase 1,000 36,000 
Beverages (includes ale, spirits, wine and mineral 

water's)... 9,000 31,000 
Groceries and oilmens’ stores (includes oils and d paints) 15,000 30,000 
Cotton manufactures 3,000 28,000 
Soap and candles ... 10,000 20,000 
Tobacco, raw and manufactured ‘Cineludes cigars and 

cigarettes) eee 4,000 19,000 
Jewellery and plated ware (includes clocks and 

watches) ... cee 2.000 18,000 
Stationery (includes books and printed matter) cae 1,000 15,000 
Woollen manufactures... este 3,000 12,000 
Live animals ose 7,000 
Other articles of merchandise 12,000 94,000 


Of the total value of merchandise imported into the Transvaal 
during the first two months of 1902, 646,0001. worth were sent via 
Cape Colony, 465,000/. worth via Natal, and 113,000. worth via 
Delagoa Bay. ' 

Note.—tThe above figures do not include free importations for 
the use of the Local Government or Military Stores, Field Force 
Canteen and Officers’ Messes, Burgher Relief Committee, or Rail- 
’ way Material imported as “ Public Stores.” 
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RUSSIAN TRADE via THE EUROPEAN FRONTIER 
IN 1901. 


The following particulars relating to the foreign trade of Russia 
by the European frontier, the Caucasus and the Black Sea during 
the year 1901, as compared with the preceding year are translated 
from an article which appeared in the “ Journal de St. Pétersbourg ” 
of 11th/24th ult. :-— 

According to figures furnished by the Department of Customs 
the total value of the imports into Russia by the European frontier, 
the Caucasus and the Black Sea in 1901 was 523,288,000 roubles 
as compared with 572,064,000 roubles in 1900, and 594,428,000 
roubles in 1899. The exports amounted in value in 1901 to 
729,565,000 roubles as against 688,435,000 roubles in 1900, and 
601,649,000 roubles in 1899. 

Imports. 

The following table shows the value of the imports by categories 

in 1900 and 1901 :— 


1900. 1901. 


Roubles. | Roubles. 

Food products ... 79,844,000 83,323,000 

Products for industrial use ... sae aa «| 307,402,000 284,762,000 

Manufactured articles ...| 183,682,000 153,771,000 


572,064,000 | 528,288,000 
£| 60,384,000 55,236,000 

Imports of coal have decreased in value in 1901 by 48:1 per 
cent., cast-iron 32°6 per cent., iron 30°4 per cent., and stee! 40 per 
cent. 

In consequence of the fall in the price of cotton, the imports of 
that article show a decrease of 9°5 per cent. in value, although 
there is an increase of 1:1 per cent. in quantity. Imports of 
machinery show a marked decrease, viz., 45°7 per cent. in quantity 
and 43:1 per cent. in value. This decrease does not, however, 
refer to agricultural machinery. 

The value of the total imports from the principal countries of 
origin in 1900 and 1901 was as shown in the following table :— 


Total ... 


Countries. | 1901. 


Roubles. 
United Kingdom cael 103,219,000 
Other European countries... 58,754,000 57,202,000 
United States ... wee, $4,154,000 34,688,000 
China ... ose coe 16,193,000 21,400,000 
Egypt ... 11,963,000 18,292,000 


As can be seen from the foregoing table, Germany holds the 
predominant place in the Russian import trade. She has especially 
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Russian Trade vid the European Frontier in 1901. 


a marked preponderance in the Russian market for all manufactured 
articles. 
Exports. 
The following table shows the value of the exports by categories 
in each of the years 1900 and 1901 :— 


1900. 1901. 


Food products ... 
Products for industrial use ... 
Animals... 
Manufactured articles 


Roubles 


Roubles. 
381,174,000 
269,806,000 

17,902,000 

19,553,000 


Roubles. 
430,954,000 
256,489,000 

20,220,000 

21,902,000 


688,435,000 


729,565,000 


{ 


72,668,000 77,009,000 

The principal item included under the category of food products 
is cereals, the total quantity exported in 1901 amounting to 
465,702,000 pouds valued at 344,158,000 roubles, as compared 
with 418,802,000 pouds valued at 304,700,000 roubles in 1900. 
Of the quantity exported in 1901, 138,400,000 pouds consisted of 
wheat, 82,700,000 pouds of rye, and 80,300,000 of oats. 

As regards the quantities of the various products exported in 
1901 the following show increases:—Beetroots 141 per cent., 
meat 93°6 per cent., manures 80:2 per cent., butter (chiefly to 
United Kingdom and Denmark) 65:4 per cent, About 
1,996,000,000 eggs were exported last year valued at 35,392,000 
roubles, as against 1,777,000,000 valued at 31,313,000 roubles in 
1900. The exports of naphtha and its products increased in quan- 
tity from 86,693,000 pouds in 1900 to 93,372,000 pouds in 1901. 

On the other hand there was a decrease of 73°1 per cent. in 
quantity and 69-3 per cent. in value in the exports of oil seeds. 

The value of the total exports to the principal countries in 
1901 as compared with the preceding year was as follows :— 


Countries. 


1900. 


1901. 


Germany See 
United Kingdom 
Netherlands... 
France ... 

Italy ... ove 
Austria-Hungary 
Denmark 
Turkey ... 
Belgium... 


Koubles. 
187,635,000 
145,576,000 

69,304,000 

57,450,000 

36,790,000 

26,260,000 

18,278,000 

18,261,000 

23 353,000 


Roubles. 
179,413,000 
156,316,000 

84,628,000 

61,200,000 

37,911,000 

30,270,000 

24,914,000 

21,349,000 

20,965,000 


With regard to the special trade with Finland in 1901, the value 
of the imports into Russia amounted to 22,047,000 roubles, as 
compared with 20,016,000 roubles in 1900; and the value of the 
exports to Finland amounted to 38,699,000 roubles as compared 
with 41,034,000 roubles in 1900. 
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THE WOOL TRADE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a recent report on the wool trade of the United 
States by the British Commercial Agent at Chicago. The 
report refers to the comparatively low stocks of wool existing at 
the time, and the difficulty which was being experienced in 
replenishing them at satisfactory prices. Holders of wool in the 
west are not disposed to let go their stock unless they can obtain 
higher prices. The demand is good. Fine wools especially are 
scarce. 

Referring to the wool situation, the “ American Wool and Cotton 
Reporter” of 13th March, published the following :— 

“The January trade report of the United States which made 


its appearance lately, shows a steady growth of wool imports. The 


following table indicates what has taken place each month since 
the Ist July, as compared with the corresponding period of the 
previous year :— 


Imports of Wool into the United States. 


1901. 


Lbs. 


1902, 1901. 


“To carry the showing further back, it may be said that imports 
for the seven months ended 1st January, 1902, were 80,436,368 lbs., 
against 53,272,563 lbs. in 1901, 77,317,443 lbs. in 1900, 
38,716,660 lbs. in 1899, and 74,926,501 lbs. in 1898. It would be 
useless to carry the comparison back any farther, for, in 1897, we 
should, of course, run up against the extraordinary imports in 
anticipation of the passage of the Dingley Tariff Law. 

“Tt is interesting to note what has been the course of first-class 
wools, the grade which is generally supposed to compete most 
keenly with the wools raised in this country. The following table 
shows the imports into the United States of first-class wools for the 


4 258 
4 
| 
i 
| | 1900, 


May 8, 1902.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


The Wool Trade of the United States. 


seven months ended 3!st January, 1902, and for the corresponding 
periods for a series of years :— 


Imports of First-class Wools. 


Seven Months. Pounds. 


“These figures, of course, look meagre when compared with 
those reported for the years when the Wilson Tariff Law was in 


effect, but they are not without their value. The large gain for 
the present year over the figures reported for the three previous 
years probably denotes several things. It very likely reflects the 
added general prosperity of this country. Our increase in wealth 
has no doubt stimulated the consumption of goods that may be 
termed luxuries, and in all probability part of the increased 
imports of wool can be set down to this score. Very likely it 
also denotes that there was an actual scarcity in this country of 
certain kinds of foreign wool considered essential to the needs 
of our manufacturers, wools which have to be imported, tariff or no 
tariff. Then, too, it is possible that Americans have bought abroad 
in comparatively large amounts in anticipation of a ‘famine’ in 
fine wools the world over.” 

The Journal adds that the above reflections are based upon the 
January trade statement, but that current events indicated a 
continuation of the policy noted in January. For instance, there 
had been an increase of 9,314 bales in the imports of wool into 
Boston since lst January. For the corresponding period of last 
year there was a decrease of 8,473 bales. 


It may, perhaps, be of interest to state that the 15,032,597 lbs. 
of wool imported in January comprised three classes, viz :— 
Lbs. 
Class 1. Clothing... 5,465,009 
» 2. Combing... 326,325 
», 3. Carpet 9,241,263 


15,032,597 


The quantity imported of class 1 from the United Kingdom was 
1,682,190 Ibs., and from South America 3,413,440 lbs. 

Of class 2 the quantity imported from the United Kingdom was 
206,880 Ibs., and from British North America 100,611 Ibs. 
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The imports of class 3 were as follows : — 


From the United 8,151,712 lbs. 
» France.. 986,760 ,, 
», Other Europe ... Min ... 2,068,840 ,, 
,, Chinese Empire 2,015,357 ,, 
Other Asia and Oceania 494,356 ,, 
,, Countries 99,428 ,, 


Of the 80,436,368 lbs. of wool of all sorts imported during the 
seven months ending 31st January, 30,257,740 Ibs. came from the 
United Kingdom, as compared with 21,667,900 Ibs. during the same 
period in 1901. 

The total value of woollen manufactures imported during these 
same seven months was 9,306,710 dols. in 1901 and 10,488,381 dols. 
in 1902. 


PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


CEYLON. 


The Board of Trade have received a draft of a proposed Ordinance 

providing for an increase of the export duty 

In Seepesed levied on tea, such duty being at present fixed 
creased Export 4+ 20 cents per 100 Ibs. 

Datyou Te. cents per 

The present draft Ordinance provides that a 
duty not exceeding 30 cents per 100 lbs. shall be imposed upon all 
tea of the produce of Ceylon exported beyond seas from such time 
as the Governor shall, by Proclamation published in the ‘‘ Govern- 
ment Gazette,” appoint. 

It also provides that the rate of duty leviable is to be determined 
by the Governor in Executive Council from time to time, upon 
consideration of such recommendations as may be made by the 
Joint Committee appointed by the Planters’ Association of Ceylon 
and by the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce, or the successors in 
office of such committee, to administer the funds raised under the 
Ordinance, and such duty is to be independent of, and in addition 
to, the duty imposed under the provisions of ‘‘ The Medical Wants 
Ordinance, 1880, amendment Ordinance, 1882.” * 


* An export duty of 10 cents per cwt. is at pre:ent leviable under this Ordinance. 


May 8, 1902. } THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 261 


TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


NATAL. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “ Excise Act, 
‘ 1901” (No. 33 of 1901), consolidating and 
os ture, storage, conveyance, and sale of Colonial 
spirits and wines, and the methylation of spirits. 

The Act came into force on Ist January, 1902, and, inter alia, 
provides that : 

There shall be levied and paid for every gallon of spirits 
made in Natal, not exceeding the strength of proof by Syke’s 
hydrometer, a duty of 7s. 6d., and so in proportion for any 
greater or less strength. 

[A rebate of duty may be granted on rectified spirits 
of wine made from spirits distilled in the Colony and used 
by chemists or druggists in the preparation of medicines, 
perfumery, and non-potable articles. 

Methylated spirits made under the provisions of this Act 
from Colonial spirits, and wine made in Natal under a license, 
are exempt from duty. 

The present Excise Act also provides that no wine made in the 
Colony must exceed a strength of 40 per cent. of proof spirit, 
or be so fortified as to exceed that strength, otherwise it shall 
be liable to the Colonial spirit duty. 

Licenses are required to be obtained to keep or make stills, 
distil, rectify, or compound spirits, sell methylated spirits by 
retail, and make wine. 


A copy of an Act passed by the Natal Government, dated 26th 

Excise August, 1901 (No. 37 of 1901), has also been 

Duty on Beer. received, which provides for an excise duty of 

: 2d. per gallon upon beer sent out from a 

brewery in the Colony, unless exported by sea or overland under 

such conditions as may be prescribed, when it is exempt from 
duty. 

The Act in question also provides for a Customs duty of 2d. per 
gallon to be imposed upon beer brewed in any Colony or State which 
is a party to a Customs Union with Natal, and imported into Natal 
by land or sea, but it is not to take effect until the Governor shall 
notify by Proclamation that a Protocol has been executed in terms 
of the South African Customs Union Convention of 1898, on behalf 
of all the Colonies and Possessions, being parties to the Union, 
agreeing to the imposition of such a Customs duty. 

Copies of the above-mentioned Acts may be seen by persons 
interested on application to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


The Board of have the “ Angora Export 
uty Act o ” (No. 12 of 1901), dated 
30th July, 1901, providing for the 
é a Ew of a duty of 1000. upon every Angora ram or 

ewe exported from Natal. 

The Act, however, provides that no such duty will be payable 
on the export of any such ram or ewe to any South African State 
which shall by its own Legislature have imposed a duty not less 
than the amount imposed by this Act. 

The present Act is to take effect from a date to be fixed by 
Proclamation, which shall not be made until the Governor shall 
have ascertained that the Governments of the Colony of the Cape of 
Good Hope* and of the Province of Mozambique have made similar 
provision for prohibiting or restraining the export of Angora rams 
and ewes. 


ANGLO-EGYPTIAN SOUDAN—ERYTHRA-A. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 

Cities copy of the text of a Customs Convention 

eeieettinn, concluded at Rome on the 26th November last, 

regulating the trade between the Anglo- 

Egyptian territory of the Soudan and the Italian colony of 

Erythrea. The Convention, which has since been ratified, is 

snbject to revision after five years; but if neither of the contracting 

parties applies for its revision six months before the expiration of 

that period, it is to remain in force for another five years, and so on 
until denunciation. 

The Convention, besides providing for reciprocal most-favoured- 
nation treatment being applied to imports into the one from the 
other country, stipulates that natural products of either country 
shall be imported into the other at a rate of duty not exceeding 
5 per cent. ad valorem. Such goods, however, when in transit from 
Erythrea through the Soudan to Egypt, are required, on entering 
Egypt, to pay the difference between 5 per cent. and the duty 
leviable under the Egyptian Tariff. 

The importation of arms and ammunition from one country into 
* the other is prohibited, and the importation of tobacco, salt, and 
alcoholic liquors is subjected to the special regulations and 
conditions in force at the time in the importing country. The 
importation of sugar and manufactured cotton into Erythrea from 
the Soudan is to be subject to the conditions laid down by the 
Erythrean Government. 

On the importation into the Soudan from Erythreea of produce 
of a-kind subject to a royalty or tax in the Soudan, the same tax 
or royalty is to be paid as is leviable on similar domestic produce, 
and a similar regulation is to apply in the case of produce 


* The Cape of Good Hope Government has already made provision by an Act 
(No. 21 of 1899) which was promulgated on 13th October, 1899, 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


imported into Erytbrza from the Soudan. The usual Customs 
duties are payable on such produce, but the amount of Customs 
duties so paid is to be deducted from the amount payable by way 
of royalty or tax. 

As regards the Load Tax which may be levied in the Soudan on 
loaded camels or other loaded transport animals proceeding 
towards Erythreea, no higher tax is to be levied than is levied on 
transport animals in the Mudiria of Kassala or the Administrative 
District of Suakin. 

On goods passing in transit through either country into the 
other, drawback of the whole of the duties paid at one frontier is 
to be granted at the other frontier, except in the case of goods 
imported into Egypt and not intended for re-exportation thence. 

Each government is to make its own valuations for imports and 
exports on the basis of their value at the place of importation or 
exportation. These valuations are to be revised every six months 
after consultation between the respective authorities. 

Exports from the Soudan into Erythraa are to pay the same 
export duty (not exceeding 1 per cent.) as is paid on exports 
through Suakin or other Red Sea ports. Exports from Erythreea 
into the Soudan may also be subjected to an export or statistical 
duty of 1 per cent. 

The coasting trade between the two countries is subject to the 
treatment granted to the most-favoured-nation on either side. 


EGYPT. 

The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel” for the 26th ult. contains the 
Valuation Tarife *©* of a Valuation Tariff* in use by the 
for Certain Oils Egyptian Customs Authorities for the purpose 
of assessing import duties on certain oils, 
er colours, &c. This Tariff, which came into 
operation on the 22nd ult., and is to remain in force for six 

months, is as follows :-— 


Articles, Valuation + per kilog. 

Milli¢mes.{ 

Zine white (1st quality), including “ Vieille Montagne” ... 19 
De “ Nouvelle Montagne” 

and other qualities ose sue oon 13 
Linseed oil, raw ... ove 29 
» refined (double) ... 26 

Cinnamon (lst or 2nd quality)... are oe se ied ad valorem, 
Cochineal ... ans 80 


* The valuations are fixed by agreement between the Customs Administration 
and the principal merchants concerned, and may be denounced by the Adminis- 
tration or by the merchants not later than a fortnight before the lapse of 
the period for which they were framed, If not so denounced they remain in force 
for a further term. 

+ Duty is levied on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. 

t Millieme = part of the Egyptian £, which = 11. 0s. 63d. 


| 

| 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


GERMANY. 


Tle Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
or translations of certain Orders recently issued 
adie by the Hamburg Customs authorities, affecting 

, the classification for Tariff purposes of certain 
articles imported into the German Customs Union. The following 
is the substance of these Orders :-— 

Wooden chip match-boxes, the striking surfaces of which are 
covered with sand and glue, are not dutiable as “ rough unpainted 
wooden goods” at the rate of 3 marks per 100 kilogs., but as 
painted or varnished wooden wares, under No. 13 f of the Tariff, 
at the rate of 10 marks per 100 kilogs. (5s. 1d. per cwt.). 

South African spears, with wooden shafts, but with iron points 
which are ground to a considerable length, are dutiable as “ coarse 
iron wares, ground,” under No. 6 e (2) b of the Tariff, at the rate 
of 10 marks per 100 kilogs. (5s. 1d. per ewt.). 

Parts of machinery, packed together with other goods, are 
dutiable according to the predominant material of such parts 
taken as a whole, while the other articles are severally dutiable 
according to Cescription. 


SPAIN. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” for the 27th ult. contains the text of two 
Tariff Royal Orders affecting the classification of 
Classifications. eg articles under the Spanish Customs 
According to the first of these Orders, manioc or tapioca fecula 
in powder or in any other form is dutiable under No. 366 of the 
Tariff, at the rate of 20 pesetas per 100 kilogs. (8s. 14d. per ewt.). 

According to the second Order, plates and cylinders of charcoal 
and graphite, or of artificial carbon, for electric batteries, are 
dutiable under No. 139 of the Tariff, at the rate of 10 pesetas per 
100 kilogs. (4s. 03d. per cwt.), and cylinders of the said materials 
for voltaic arc lamps, under No. 292, at the rate of 2 pesetas per 
kilog. (41. 1s, 4d. per cwt.). 

The issue of the same publication for the 24th ult. contains the 
text of a further Royal Order, according to which “termita” 
(a solder for iron and steel, composed of magnetic iron oxide and 
aluminium) is dutiable on importation into Spain at the rate of 
25 pesetas per 100 kilogs. (1(s. 2d. per cwt.), under No. 84 of 
the Customs Tariff. ' 
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Referring to the notice which appeared on page 165 of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal” of 24th ultimo, it is to be 

noted that the ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” of Ist 
ne instant contains the text of a Spanish Royal 
wen fl in Gold Order declaring 37:04 per cent. to be the 
pay va * average rate of exchange (premium of exchange 
on Paris) for the second fortnight of last month, and that the 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of information, through the 

oe Foreign Office, to the effect that the Argentine 

A Government have issued instructions authorising 

yoni the modification of Articies 12 and 13 of the 

Orici Decree of the 5lst December last, by whick the 

me name of the town as well as that of the country 

of production was required to be inserted in certificates of origin 
for merchandise exported to the Argentine Republic. 

A copy of the Argentine “ Boletin Oficial” for the 7th February 
last, containing the text of the Decree referred to, which modified 
the Customs Regulations of the Republic in certain particulars, 
may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


JAPAN. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a despatch from H.M. Minister at 
Deowhask of Tokio, enclosing a translation of a Japanese 


eget Sy Law relating to the return of the import duty 


a Refined paid on certain kinds of raw sugar when after- 
esis seaan wards refined in Japan. The following is the 
translation :— 


Article 1.-—Manufacturers of refined or rock-candy sugar from 
imported raw sugar of or below No. 14 (Dutch standard) in colour, 
may, with the consent of the Government, apply to the Government 
for the grant of a sum equivalent to the amount of duty paid on 
the imported raw sugar. Such application may not be made after | 
the lapse of a year from the date of importation. 

Article 2.—Applicants for the return of duty in accordance with 
the preceding Article, must attach to their application documentary 
proofs of the payment of import duty. 

Article 3.—This Law shall come into force on the 1st October, 
1902, and from that date shall apply to unrefined sugar upon which 
import duty has been charged. 

Article 4.—This-Law shall remain in force till the 31st March, 
1907. 


| 

| 

| 

corresponding reduction in the payment of customs duties in gold 
during the first fortnight of the present month will ke 27 per cent. 

ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT, 


RUSSIA. 


According to the “Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of 15th/16th 

(28/29th) ult., Russian trade via the Baltic 

the Port of Sea has up to the present been carried on 

Windau. almost entirely through the ports of St. Peters- 

burg, Cronstadt, Reval, Riga, and Libau. 

Since, however, the construction of the Moscow-Windau railway, 
the port of Windau has acquired a considerable importance. 

In order to encourage the development of this port the directors 
of the Moscow-Windau line have, it is said, concluded contracts 
with steamship companies at Bremen, Hull, Copenhagen, &c., in 
order that a regular service of steamships may be organised 
between Windau and foreign ports. 


Development of 


RUSSIA—SIBERIA. 


In the same report it is stated that Port Arthur Harbour, whose 

een at entrance resembles that of San Francisco, is 

ra arena very shallow on the western side. A contract 

* has been let for dredging this side, to allow 

vessels of larger tonnage to enter. A canal is also to be cut 
across the peninsula, to give more direct access to Port Arthur. 


Under date of 26th March, 1902, the United States Consul- 
General at St. Petersburg writes that the 
rolling stock on the Manchurian Railway has 
4 - been largely increased and improved, and there 
Giberian Railway. i, increase in the traffic. 
The journey from Vladivostock to Irkutsk is now accomplished in 
15 days. The Krasnoyarsk-Irkutsk section will be completed 
during the coming summer. It is officially announced that the 
express between St. Petersburg and Vladivostock was to be started 
by the 15th April, and the time will be reduced from 30 days to 
15 days. 


According to the “Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of 13th/26th ult., 
Trai the Directors of the Chinese-Eastern Railway 
Regriar. Train propose to organise next autumn a regular 


Service to connect 
with the 
Chinese-Eastern 
Railway. 


through service between that line and the 
Russian railway system. 
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Shipping and Transport. 


NORWAY. 


With reference to the notice on pp. 185-6 of the “ Board of Trade 
The : Journal” of 26th July, 1900, and in previous 
Ofoten Railway. 18%68) respecting the progress of the Ofoten 
‘Railway, a despatch, dated 11th ult., has been 
received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at 
Christiania, reporting that opinions have been expressed in the 
Norwegian press that the traffic on the Ofoten Railway, which it 
is confidently expected will be opened on the 1st January, 1903, 
will make its influence felt in Germany, and especially in regard 
to the Kaiser Wilhelm Canal. Hitherto there has been con- 
tinually a number of German steamships freighted from Lulea in 
Sweden to Stettin, Antwerp, Rotterdam, and England. Those 
destined for Antwerp and Rotterdam have, as a rule, gone through 
the canal; but the working of the Ofoten Railway will divert the 
traffic from Lulea to the Norwegian port of Narvick, which will 
thus become a dangerous competitor with the Swedish port in the 
matter of exportation. 


JAPAN. 


The report of the Yokohama Chamber of Commerce for March 
— last says that a number of the leading capitalists 
stern P of Tokyo, Yokohama, and Osaka are reported 
sith to have under consideration a scheme for 
starting a steamer service at Hunan, China, shortly. The pro- 
moters propose to establish for the purpose a company called the 
Hunan Steamer Company with a capital of 1,500,000 yen. The 
itinerary of the service will extend over the distance of 325 miles 
between Hankow and Siangtan via Yochou and Changsha and up 
the Siang River. As a first step the business will be started with 
the sum of 850,000 yen to 900,000 yen. Three steamers, each of 
700 tons, will be constructed at an early date. The promoters 
are said to have it in contemplation to exten] the line to 
Changte up the Yiian River in the course of time. 
Notr.—Yen = 2s, 47. 


| 
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MINERALS, METALS, AND MACHINERY. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


A formal investigation was held at the Town Hall, Stalybridge on 

— a the 22nd and 23rd ult., into the circumstances 

ie! saga attending the explosion of a boiler at the 

iahddnen ‘Act. Clarence Mill, Stalybridge, on the 11th 
February last. 

The boiler consisted of 384 cast irun pipes arranged vertically 
fitted into boxes at the top and bottom, the lower boxes being bolted 
at one end to a branch pipe and the upper boxes being bolted at 
the opposite end to another branch pipe. 

The boiler was known as an economiser: it was fitted into 
brickwork, and the waste gases from five Lancashire boilers heated 
the water in this economiser before it entered the Lancashire boilers. 
Caps or lids secured by means of dogs, bolts and nuts were fitted 
to the top boxes so that the vertical tubes could be examined and 
cleaned. 

The Court found that the explosion was caused by the neglect of 
Messrs. Green & Co., Ltd., the makers of the boiler, and they 
ordered them to pay the sum of 75/. towards the costs and expenses 
of the investigation. 


AUSTRALIA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 264 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for 6th February last respecting a 
- amend syndicate formed to test Lake Newlyn, some 
300 miles west of Adelaide, with regard to its 
salt yield, the “ Australasian Grocer ” of 24th March reports that 
at the end of February the representative and manager of the 
syndicate arrived at Talia. Although late in the season work has 
been commenced, and the manager declares that the salt is the 
urest he has yet seen, and is from two to six inches in thickness. 
e is making an embankment across the lake to conserve a larger 
quantity of brine for next season, when he expects to be able to 
gather 200,000 tons of salt. It is said that the roads are fairly 
good, and that a number of teams will soon be employed to cart 
this season’s salt to the ports for shipment. 


GERMANY. 


The recently issued report of H.M. Consul at Stettin states that 
the iron industry 
, of the country had already in the latter part of 
the previous shown of a decline) the 

year began with a hardly perceptible diminu- 
tion in the general demand, which, strange to say, and contrary to 
general expectations, continued up to the end of the year, so that 


Silesian 


il 
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the upper Silesian Coal Syndicate was not under the necessity of 
curtailing the output to an appreciable degree. However, just at 
the close of the year, when the large sugar works had finished 
their season, a decreased demand made itself felt, which has since 
resulted in the adoption, by the Syndicate controlling the Silesian 
coal output, of reduced prices for long distance and coast markets, 
which latter has been successfully supplied with British coal since 
1899, when the inflated condition of trade commenced. Further 
indications point to a hard struggle between Silesian and British 
coal in the future, and it must be borne in mind that these 
endeavours to oust British coal are assisted by reduced rates 
granted to coal forwarded to the coast by the Government railway. 

Westphalian coal is never much in evidence in the district of 
Pomerania, but it is generally admitted that the coal trade in 
Westphalia is not at all ina prosperous condition. The exception- 
ally mild winter of 1901-02 very seriously accentuated the 
depressed condition of affairs, and the Syndicate, which actually 
controls the whole of the output in the Westphalia district, was 
under the necessity of curtailing the output by imposing a 
succession of reductions on its members, which reduction now 
amounts to about 25 per cent., and the latter are striving to keep 
up their sales by granting reduced prices, assisted by special 
railway rates, for distant and export markets. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,774.) 


SPAIN. 


The British Vice-Consul at Gijon reports that a most important 
——y operation has just been effected hy the com- 
Works Combine. bination of the steel and ironworks of La 

Sociedad Duro-Felguera, the coal mines of 

Messrs. Herrero Hermanos, of Oviedo, which comprise an area of 

9,570 acres, and the works of La Compaiiia de Asturias, which 


consist of blast furnaces, machine shops, and the manufacture of 
all classes of pipes and tubing. The new firm is styled “ Sociedad 
Metalurgica Duro-Felguera,” the capital being 38,000,000 pesetas 
(1,101,4501.) (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,771.) 
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AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 3rd inst., were as 


follow :— 
Wheat ... 298. Od. 
Barley . we 278, 5d. 


For further particulars see p. 279, 


A statement is wor on p. 280, showing the quantities of 

Acri- the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
a < a imported into the United Kingdom during the 
cultural Produce. 42) ended the 3rd inst., as well as of the 


imports during the corresponding week of 1901. 


RUSSIA. 


With reference to the notice on pp. 609-10 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 27th March last, a despatch, dated 
—_ ie = 25th ult., has been received at the Foreign 

—_— Office from H.M. Ambassador at St. Petersburg, 
réporting that, according to the official ‘‘ Commercial and Industrial 
Gazette,” the Minister of Finance, after placing on the home 
market of Russia on April 12th, without payment of the additional 
excise, 2,000,000 pouds of sugar over and above the quantity fixed 
by the Ministerial Ordinance of 1st March, finding that the price 
of sugar instead of falling, rose above the fixed limit of price 
(4 roubles 50 copecks per poud), has authorised the issue on the 
market of a farther 2,000,000 pouds of sugar, to be taken from the 
disposable stocks. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
According to the “Implement A ge” (Philadelphia) of 15th ult., grow- 


ing tobacco under tents is now being carried on 


Fe savy in Connecticut. Experiments were made in 
pes 1900 and 1901 by the State agricultural station 


and by individual growers in the effort to raise 
wrapper-leaf tobacco of the Sumatra type in fields completely 
covered and closed in on all sides with thin cheese cloth. The 
results were so gratifying that it seems likely the methods of 
tobacco culture in that State will be revolutionised. 


A 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 
The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the Ist inst. was 
Cotton Statistics. 61,492 and the number imported during the 
18 weeks ended the Ist inst. was 1,900,268. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the Ist 
inst., 4,041 bales, and for the 18 weeks, 143,024. 
For further details see p. 279. 
A return showing the number of bales of cotton imported and 
exported, forwarded from ports to Inland towns, and returned to 


ports during the month and four months ended 30th April last 
will be found on p. 278. 


The number of emigrants that left the United Kingdom during the 
month of April, 1902, was 44,170, as com- 
Emigration. pared with 30,924 during the corresponding 
month of 1901. During the four months ended 
April, 1902, 100,514 emigrants left the United Kingdom, as 
compared with 78,550 during the same period of 1901. 
For further details see p. 281. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
The following particulars concerning paper mills in British India 
have been received at the Board of Trade 
Paper Mills. through the India Office :— 

There are nine paper mills in operation in 

India—four in the Bombay Presidency, four in Bengal, one at 
Lucknow. Of the nine, two are private concerns in the Bombay 
Presidency. The capital invested, so far as information is obtain- 
able, amounts to Rs. 73,20,000. Most of the white and blue 
foolscap and much of the blotting paper, notepaper, and envelopes 
used in the Government offices is now obtained from the Indian 
mills. The total quantity of paper made in 1901 was about 
47,000,000 lbs., and its reported value Rs. 65,83,724, The mills 
employ 4,978 persons. The capital employed has been trebled in 


twenty years, since 1882, and the production and number of _ 


persons employed have increased about six-fold. 
The following table shows the progress of paper-mills in India 
during the last five years :— é 


aj : Dail i 
t 4 
known). Quantity. Value. 
No. Rs, No. Lbs. Ks. 

1897 ae 8 62,72,000 3,532 38,581,703 56,82,161 
1893 one 8 62,72,009 4,187 42,181,500 | 61,06,459 
1899 one 8 67,72,000 4,436 44,428,440 | 62,40,905 
1990 7 70,22,000 4,871 45,940,591 | 62,51,748 
1901 9 73,20,009 4,978 46,713,125 | 65,83,724 
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FRANCE. 
The following table, showing the production of silkworms’ eggs 
a and of fresh cocoons in France during each of 
1901 the last five years, is compiled from: official 
: statistics issued by the French Ministry of 
Agriculture, and published in the ‘ Moniteur des Soies” (Lyons) 
of 26th ult. : 


| 1897. | 1898. 1899. 1900. | 1901. 


Eggs. Ozs.* Ozs.* Ozs.* Ozs.* Ozs.* 
French (native bred from 
eggs of French breed) ...| 190,834 | 176,988 | 175,434 | 197,070 | 195,592 
Japanese from eggs im- 
ported direct os ove 1,177 649 788 £69 605 
Japanese from eggs of 
Japanese breed and seme 
reproduction = 3,923 5,022 4,200 4,897 6,338 
Of other foreign origin Bor 2,949 2,321 2,523 2,648 2,739 


Total...  ... ... | 198,883 | 184,980 | 182,945 | 205,584 | 205,174 


Fresh Cocoons. Kilogs.} | Kilogs.t | Kilogs.t |Kilogs.+ |Kilogs.t 
French (native bred from 
cggs of French breed) ... |7,464,6417 |6,603,688 |6,734,515 [8,849,787 |8,06],369 
Japanese from c¢ggs im- 
ported direct ies | 49,693 | 20,193 18,991 28,256 19,612 
Japanese from eggs of 
Japanese breed and French 
reproduction ane --- | 147,930 | 182,688 | 145,568 | 203,672 | 257,135 

Of other foreign origin... 97,862 86,514 94,265 98,689 | 113,723 


Total ... 7,760,132 |6,893,033 |6,993,339 [9,180,404 |3,451,839 
| 


* Ounces of 25 grammes. ¢ Kilog. =1,000 grammes = 2:2 lbs. 


FRANCE—DAHOMEY. 


According to “ La Quinzaine Coloniale” of 25th ult., the value of 
the imports into and the exports from the 
Trade in 1901. French colony of Dahomey in 1901 was as 
shown in the following table, the figures for 

1900 being added for purposes of comparison :— 


1900. 1901, 


£ £ 
609,000 630,000 


510,000 |  419,¢00 
Total trade .. ie 1,119,000 | 1,049,000 
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The value of the imports from France in 1901. was .132,000%. 
and the exports to France 160,000/. The imports from foreign 
countries in the same’ year amounted in value to 498,0001.. and 
the exports to 259,000. 

The ‘following table shows the value of the principal articles 


imported in each of the years 1900 and 1901 :— 


| 


Beverages 
oop 

pecie an paper-money 
Tobacco of all kinds .... 
Metals and machinery 
Manufactured articles — 
Manufactures of wood 

Threads .. 
ieee and crystal ware 
Salt 
All articles 


Total 


Although: the value of the. imports of a slight 
deorease, there was a decided increase in qnantity, the figures 
being 566,587 kilogs. in 1901, as compared with 503,126 kilogs. 
in 1900... Of the total value of the imports in 1901, Germany 
supplied. 265,0001. worth, France 132;000/., the United Kingdom 
106,0001., and the British Colony of Lagos 114, 0001, worth, 

The following table shows the value of the principal articles 
exported in nase and the principal countries of destination :— 


Palm, Nuts.,| Palm Oil. | Other Total. 


198,000 
160,000 
25,000 


Germany ... 
France owe 
United Kingdom ... 


419,000 


Total ... 


The British Vice-Consul at Villagareia: reports as follows :—* Among 
the imports from the United Kingdom hard- 

Warning to 
British Traders. 2%? holds the first place, notwithstanding 
* German competition carried in some instances 


beyond the bounds of fairness. I have visited two or three shops 
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23,000 
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169,000 27,000 2,000 | 
23,000 135,000. 2;000 | 
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engaged in this trade, and almost always have found a so-called 
‘British article’ of German fabrication with British trade-marks 
on them, but not the name of the British manufacturer. The 
tool was of course an inferior article, and is offered at about 
45 per cent. less than the British tool, and as the chief characteristic 
of the Gallego is to buy where he can cheapest, regardless of 
quality, this is a very serious drawback to British manufacturers.” 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,771.) 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of Ist instant contains a Royal Order 
authorising the purchase by private treaty on 
Peschnos en = count of the military factory of Seville, of a 


ne seg . quantity of supplies of various kinds for the 
making of cartridges, &c., from firms named in 
each case. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 
With reference to the notice which appeared on pp. 375-6 of the 
aie. Board of Trade Journal” of 21st November 
Gutninareie! last, respecting the new Law, imposing restric- 
Travellers in commercial travellers in Hungary, a 
H despatch, dated 24th ult., has been received at 
— the Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at 
Vienna, suggesting that in view of the fact that British com- 
mercial travellers continue to visit Hungary in apparent ignorance 
of the new Law—a Law which also shortly comes into force in 
Austria—special steps be taken to bring the new conditions to the 
notice of the commercial community. 
The following memorandum by H.M. Commercial Attaché 
at Vienna summarises the new regulations :— ; 
“The special attention of British firms doing business in Austria- 
Hungary through commercial travellers or agents is drawn to the 
supplementary regulations, already reported, respecting solicitation 
of orders for merchandise, which come into force in Austria on 
16th September next, and which have already been in force in 
Hungary since Ist July of last year. These regulations strictly 
forbid the solicitation of orders from private individuals, and 
prescribe that the dealings of all tradesmen, whether nationals or 
foreigners, or of their travellers or agents, when such dealings are 
carried on beyond the limits of their immediate domicile, must be 
confined to such firms or individuals as in the course of their 
business actually make use of the goods offered them. The 
solicitation of orders from persons who do not deal in, or make 
business use of, the proffered merchandise is unconditionally pro- 
hibited as far as groceries and druggists’ goods are concerned, and, 
as regards other categories of goods, is only permitted provided 
the person giving the order expressly invites the soliciting party. 


| 
| 
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Such invitations must be previous and spontaneous orders in 
writing for certain strictly defined goods, and must neither be 
general in character nor of a self-repeating nature. 

“These regulations, which affect native subjects as well as 
foreigners, are already being strictly enforced in Hungary, and 
may be expected to be applied with equal rigour in Austria 
from 16th September next.” 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
— despatch from Mr. E. Seymour Bell, the British 
Trust in - Commercial Agent in the United States, report- 

United States. 8 the formation in New York of two large 

companies, one called the “Security Ware- 
housing Company,” for warehousing products in different industrial 
centres of the United States, notably in the west and south; the 
other called the “Trust Company of the Republic,” for advancing 
money upon the deposit receipts of the first-named company. The 
same capitalists control both companies. 

The ‘Security Warehousing Company” proposes to erect 
immediately 200 warehouses in different parts of the country of 
fire-proof construction, and built to suit the products likely to be 
stored in them. “It proposes,” states the President of the Trust 
Company, “ to invest its capital in tangible assets in places where 
“‘ warehouses are desirable and necessary . . . its inducement 
“ to customers will be lesser cost of storage by lesser interest rates, 
“and by stoppage of loss from waste now due to bad storage 
“ facilities.” 

“The Trust Company of the Republic is ‘wholly distinct from 
“the Security Warehousing Company; it does not control its 
“ warehouses, and has no monopoly of dealing in its negociable 
“ securities.” . . . It “ was organised not in any way to control 
“storage throughout the country, but to effect loans of large 
‘“ amounts of capital upon perfectly sound security and at moderate 
“ rates.” 

The names of those interesting themselves in these new under- 
takings are, writes Mr. Bell, of the highest business character and 
of influence in the financial world. 


H.M. Consul at Chicago in a recent report to the Foreign Office 
R for the ates it as his‘opinion that the commercial 
ns for we success of Chicago is partly owing to the 


ee education which teaches the boys independence 
Pe . and knowledge of their future responsibilities, 
— and does not set the professions above business 


as a means of gaining a living. 


’ 
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Miscellaneous. 


- Athletics of all kinds are much encouraged in schools and: 
universities, but very few men continue to take part in them after 
completing their education. Americans are as fond of outdoor 
life, shooting and fishing, as are the men of any European country, 
but they gratify their taste as a relaxation only, and never allow it 
to interfere with their business. 

Another cause of success is the keeping of the money, which 
has been made in the business, and the brains which have made 
the business, in it as long as possible, and great thought is devoted 
to arrangements whereby, after the death of the builder of the 
business, it shall not fall into the hands of his heirs, unless they 
are practically fitted. to take care of it. 

. Another and probably the chief cause is the reward of merit. 
The percentage of men fitted forthe highest posts in business is 
very small compared. with the total numbers employed, and the 
heads of the big businesses, bank corporations and wholesale firms, 
are always looking out for men, not only among those already in 
their employ, but also outside, capable of filling some post under 

em. 

_To these.men, when found, large salaries are given, which are 
drawn by them as long as they show that they are capable of 
earning them. 

Men employed in business houses of all descriptions are 
encouraged to discover new methods of carrying on the business 
which may in any way lessen the cost of production or carrying on 
business, and: specialisation is carried on to an extreme point. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,763.) 
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REPORTS OF CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


ie Bristol—The first Council meeting of the Bristol Chamber of 
. Commerce since the annual meeting was held on the 30th ult. at 
the offices of the Chamber, at which Mr. John Mardon was elected. 
President for the current year. 

The President stated that an invitation had been received by the 
Chamber to take part in the Congress to be held at Dusseldorf from 
29th June to 5th July;next. The invitation was extended by the 
city of Dusseldorf and approved and seconded by the Imperial 
Chancellor in the name of the German Empire, and the meeting is 
to be under the auspices of the German Crown Prince. 

Attention was called to the fact that Dusseldorf, although 155 
miles distant from Rotterdam, was yet considered a port, and this 
was ‘evidence of the way in which internal navigation received 
attention upon the Continent. 

The invitation was referred to the Railways and Canals Com- 
mittee. 

Other matters under: discussion were: The Wilts and Berks 
Canal; Tax upon Cheques, &c. 


Walsall—The monthly meeting of the Council of the Walsall 
Chamber of Commerce was held on the 28th ult., Mr. J. A. Leckie 
presiding. 

Among the matters under discussion were: War Office Samples ; 
The Forged Bit 'I'rade ; The Additional Cheque Tax ; The Indem- 
nities in China, &c., &c. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns.—April, 1902. 

Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported, 
Forwarded from Ports to Inland Towns, and Returned to Ports 
during the Month and Four Months ended 30th April, 1902, com- 
pared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1901. 


Four MONTHS ENDED 


MontTH OF APRIL, 30TH APRIL, 


1902, 1901, 1902, 1901. 


IMPORTS. 


187,991 281,457 1,342,278 1,128,703 
37,365 4,910 113,491 14,134 

4,068 12,511 10,846 38,011 
42;503 32/334 212,688 146,214 
2'562 4,449 17,798 24'348 


274,484 335,661 1,697,096 1,351,410 


EXPorts, 


American 17,108 3,512 74,512 67,883 
120 2 


Brazilian 835 
East Indian 664 16,160 
ptian 8,672 20,333 
scellaneous .. 814 1,850 


Total .. 27,378 é | 133,666 106,561 


FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 


226,684 
17.905 
1,386 


87,185 92:448 
6,767 22°517 


289,927 268,351 1,185,860 1,091,935 


FoRWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports, 


| 4,962 1,547 


61 


1,608 


278 
Brazilian ove 
East Indian... ove 
Total 
American 239,789 972,400 947,616 
Brazilian 2,234 46,666 18,004 
East Indian... ... 2,465 4,669 11,350 
Miscellaneous ... 
- | 
Total 
| 
American ove 776 339 
COUS | 1 61 7 | 
| 777 400 1,269 | 
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Cotton Returns—Continued. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 18 Weeks ended Ist May, 1902. 


Week ended | 18 Weeks | Week endea| 18 weeks 
anced Ist May, Ist May, Ist May, Ist May, 
1902, 1902; 1902. 1902. 
IMPORTS. 
4} (Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American .., 30,271 1,525,781 1,711 79,564 
Brazilian 17,830 115,775 840 
East Indian ... oe ake 481 11,099 200 5,187 
Egyptian... ea 12,854 227,358 1,915 54,952 
Miscellaneous on = 56 20,305 215 2,481 
Total ... 61,492 1,900,268 4,041 | 143,024 
Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 3rd May, 1902, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant tothe Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 


Average Price. 

Wheat, | Barley. | Oats, - | 
s @ s da, | 

Week ended 3rd May, 1902 29 9 27 21 10 
Correspondirg week in— 
1898 eee eee eee eee eee eer 42 4 27 8 20 4 i 

1899 eee eee ' eee eee eee eee 25 3 24 5 17 6 
1901 ... ove 26 26 4 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial er for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushe 


of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 


Produce:im 
May,-1 
corresponding week of the previous year. 


‘intothe United Kingdom in the week ended 
together with the quantities Rte in the 


Week ended | Correspond- 
8rd May, ing week 
1902. in 1901. 


Animals, living 
Oxen, ball and calves ... 
Sheep. and lambs... ... 
Swine eve ove oon 


Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh . - 
Hank 
produce and substitutes :— 

utter eee eco eos ove 


Milk, fresh, in cans or Grums see ” 
» cream eee eee ” 


condensed ... 
kinds 


Beer Grt. Hundt. 
‘0 ue 
and (not tinned) Cwts, 
Corn, meal and flour :— 


eat ove 
Wheat-meal and flour 


Onions Bushels, 
Potatoes ‘ é Cwts, 
Value £ 
Cwts. 


8,469 


11,250 
12,620 


104,261 


184 562 158,764 
55,138 307,608 
9,931 11,644 


17,889 
468 
3,145 


12,696 
‘1,440 


* Not shown 1n 1901. 


|| 
7,178 
” i -_ 
Fresh meat :— i . 
Cwts. 75,850 
alted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon ooo ** thes Cwts. 94,049 100,414 
4,041 4,694, 
14,687 18,266 
14,180 11,904 
73,324 68,729 
18,250 19,164 
12,965 41,965 
6 176 
65 108 
49 81 
340,962 276,176 
8,427 10,636 
4,463 798 
40,284 42,819 
1,048,820 850,200 
Maize or Indian corn ... = 841,892 640,100 
Fruit, raw :-— 
Apples... Cwts. 24,484 12,461 
ears ove ooo ope ” 81 28 
Unenumerated ... oie 1,684 450 
Vegetables, raw :— 
‘ 6 & 
Preserved by canning ... + ie 4 
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Emigration.—April, 1902. 


“of ..the-- Numbers, Nationalities, and *Destinations of the 
Passengers that left the United Kingdom for Places out of 
Europe: during the Month ended 30th April, 1902, and the 
Four Months ended 30th April, 1902, compared with the corre- 
sponding periods of the previous Year. 


United | British N. 
States. | America. 


Month ended 30th April, 1902, 


2,583 663 1,869 691 
91 1,356 
85 8,106 


Total of British 
origin 


17,445 
Foreigners... ...| 16, 22, 13,013 


Nationalities not 
distinguished 329 466 


+Bopal, ace 1,256 


4,382 842 1,317 


Total for corre- 
1901 } 


Four Months ended 30th April, 1902. 


6,471 | 8,044 | 7,144 | 8,886 | 38,189 
715 | 525 | 1,510 | 464 | 5,699 
12,147 


50,985 
47,921 


1,603 


62,486 4,017 | 9,768 | 6,425 | 100,514 


Total for corre- 
‘sponding 51,215 | 11,024 | 4,501 5,749 78,550 
months, 1901 


* The destinations given are; in all cases, based on the ports at which the passengers contracted 
to land, 
.(Nors.+The .above. figures, being made up at the earliest possible date after the close of the 
Month, are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 
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Nationalities. Austral. of other Total. corre-_ 
asia. | Hope and sponding 
Natal. Places. period, 
1901. 
Bngtish ...| 5,289 
105 | 
Irish | 8,024 | | 
1 | 44,170 | 30,924 
English ... 18,644 26,772 
Booth 2,485 3,789 | 
Irish 11,045 11,594 
Total of British 
origins. 27,174 | 6,569 | 8,917 | 8,014 | 4,881 42,155 
Foreigners... 35,249 11,255 100 807 510 34,523 
Nationalities not 
distinguished 2 | 1534 | | 1872 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of April, 1902, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 9d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1900, in two Volumes, may 
be purchased at a cost of 5s. 10d. for the first, and 4s. for the 
second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated above. 
This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives, in the first volume, Abstract Tables for the years 
1896-1900, and detailed statement of imports and exports of each 
article (from and to each country), and, in the second volume, 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship- 
ments, and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the 
United Kingdom with each foreign country. 

THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued the 16th ult. :—State 
of the Labour Market in March: Co-operative Credit Banks in 
Ireland: Employment of Married Women in London: Accident 
Insurance in Germany in 1900: Prices of Coal and Iron : Employ- 
ment in certain Industries and Districts: Labour in the Colonies 
and Abroad, &c., &c. 

FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following is a résumé of some of the more interestin 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual ee 
Miscellaneous Series issued since the last number of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal.” 

No. 2,773. Lombardy, Trade and Agriculture, 1901. 


Farming and stock-raising. Exports of machinery from 
Excessive local production of | Milan. Instances of exports to 
chemical fertilisers. Canada and Russia. 
Progress of Milan as a silk Increased imports of steel 
market. rails from the United Kingdom, 
Cotton spinning and weaving. and falling-off of imports from 
Bad business in calico-printing § Germany. 
owing to competition among Electric traction on railways. 


printers. 
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Government Publications. 


No. 2,774. Pomerania, Trade of 1901. 


Decrease in tonnage of the 
export trade of Stettin, but 
increase in tonnage of exports 
tothe United Kingdom. 22,000 
tons pig-iron shipped to United 
Kingdom. 

Decrease of tonnage of 
imports into Stettin ; 4,000 tons 
net decrease over all from 
United Kingdom  (notwith- 
standing an increase of 80,000 
tons of coal) is due to a falling- 
off of over 88,000 tons in pig- 
iron. Increase in number and 
tonnage of British vessels. 

Favourable trade in British 
herrings. 


Complaints as to the port 
charges and facilities. 

Shipbuilding with tables of 
vessels completed during the 
year at Stettin and _ those 
building in January last. 

Table of imports and exports 
for 1900 and 1901 by sea, 
giving quantities and countries 
of origin and _ destination ; 
similar tables by articles from 
United Kingdom only. 

Coal freights from various 
United Kingdom ports to 
Swinemiinde, also table of 
river freights from Swinemiinde 
to sundry towns, 


Besides Stettin and Swinemiinde this publication also contains 
reports referring to the following :—Kolberg, Riigenwalde, Stolp- 
miinde, Stralsund, Wolgast, and Barth. 


2,775. Pireus (Greece), Trade of, 1901. 


Imports, proportion thereof 
from the United Kingdom. 

Progress of the agricultural 
and engineering work at Lake 
Copais. 

Table of shipping. Table of 
coal cargoes in British and 
foreign bottoms. 


Pireeus frontier railway ; 
immediate construction as far 
as Demerli. 

Exports of mineral products 
from Laurium. Table giving 
names of owners of mining 
concessions. 


2,776. Costa Rica, Trade of, 1901. 


‘Table ofexports. Coffee and 
bananas the most important. 
Two-thirds of the coffee came 
to the United Kingdom. 
Cacao beginning. 

Table of imports by coun- 
tries. 

Steady exchange under new 


gold standard of currency— 
variations between 10°90 and 
10°40 colons per £. 

Population estimated at 
313,000. 

Gold mining. 

Progress of the 
Railway. 


Pacific 


2,777. Amoy, Trade of, 1901. 


Trade in Formosa tea. 75 
per cent. of United States 
shipments were via Amoy and 
Suez. 


Table of imports, also of 
exports, for two years, by 
countries. 
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Government Publications. 


Statement of “net” exports 
and “ net” imports. 

Money receipts from emi- 
grants tothe Straitsand Manila. 
Dissatisfaction. with the 
obstacles to the expansion of 
up-country trade, and difficulty 


Shipping and freights at 
Stockholm. 

Improved prospects of the 
timber and Lisa: indus- 
tries. 

‘Table of iron production in 
1900 and 1901. 

Yarns and textile industries 
in an unsatisfactory condition. 


at Gefle, 


No. 2, 779. 


Slight increase in total trade. 
Decrease in imports of piece- 
goods. 

Tables of trade in cottons for 
four years. 

Decline in kerosene oil im- 
port trade. 
Increase in exports. 


Increase in Custom: House 
receipts. 

Coal trade of the port. 

The salt industry. 

British and other shipping. 


from’ 
mineral trade of the districts. 


No.2,778. 'Trade:of Stockholm and the East Coast of Sweden in 1901. 


This number also includes reports from the British Vice-Consuls 
Lulea, Hernosand, Soderhamn, Nyképing, Calmar, 
Sundsvall, Oscarshamn, Norrkoping, Ornskoldsvik, Island of Oland: 
Hudiksvall, Skelleftea and Wisby (Gothland). 


Samshui 1901. 


No, 2,780. . Cadiz and District, 1901. 


_ The number also contains reports from the British Vice-Consuls 
at, Cordoba, Hnelvar, San Lucar, San Roque, and Seville—those 
Cordoba and Huelvar containing many particulars of the 


of getting Chinese to complain. 
Respect. paid to transit passes. 

Landing of French cable 
connecting Amoy with Hué 
and Tonquin, avoiding Hong- 
Kong and touching at Kwang- 
chowwan. 


Great activity of private 
railway lines. 

Utilisation of peat products 
for fuel. 

Proposed Chamber of Com- 
merce at Stockholm. 

Table of imports and exports. 


Use of transit passes on the 
increase. 
Review of shipping in 1901. 
Trade of the four inland 
stages, viz.: _Kongmoon, Kum- 
chuk, Shiuhing, and Takhing. 
Statistical tables. 


Constitution of the Board of 
Harbour Works. 

Quiet condition of the ship- 
building industry. 

Statistical tables. 
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Government Publications. 


No. 2,781. 


Cereal crops considerably 
below the average. 

Remarks on the mineral pro- 
duction of the United States, 
viz., gold, silver, copper, lead, 
zinc, pig-iron, and coal. 

Railway statistics. 

Remarks on imports and 
exports for 1901. 

The New York Money 
Market. 

Dealings on the Stock and 
Produce Exchanges. 

Commercial failures in 1901. 


Consular District of New York, 1901. 


General information as to 
freights. 

Shipping and shipbuilding. 

Ways and means of com- 


munication — canals, bridges, 


railways, tunnels, &c. 
Immigration returns and 

general remarks on the report 

of the Commissioner for Labour. 
Conditions in the iron and 


steel and other metals trade, 


and in the cotton, silk, and 
woollen trades. 
Statistical tables. 


‘The number also contains a report from the British Vice-Consul 


at Providence (Rhode Island), 


No. 2,782. 


Crisis in the mineral oil 
industry; over-production of 


oil,; appeal for assistance to the. - 


Government; pipe-lines and 


new. installation on the railway. | 


Pxosperity of the manganese 
ore industry. 


Batoum and District, 1901. 


Conditions of the 
industry at Grozny. 

Increasing of the: 
egg trade. 

Statistical tables. 


‘The number also contains reports from the British Vics Odeuls 


at Novorossisk, Poti, and Baku. 


No. 2,784. Corsica, 1900. 


Trade i in 1900 suffered from 
the strikes at Marseilles. 

The harvest of 1900 poor 
owing to the cold. 


Vintage and olive crops. 

Sponge fisheries. 

Statistical tables : 
1900; shipping, 1901. 


trade, 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


A report from the following British Colony has been issued by 
the Colonial Office since the last number of the “‘ Board of Trade 
Journal, 


” viz. 


No. 353. Southern Nigeria. 
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Government Publications. 


LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
1st January, 1902, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding § Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 

The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


No. Place. Price|| No. Place. Price 
EUROPE— Servia: 
Austria-Hungary: 2757 | Servia 1900, 1901; 1d. 
2762 | Trieste ... --1901; 
Denmark: 2780 | Cadiz ... ---1901) 2d. 

2739 | Denmark(Supplement)1900 1d. | 2771 | Corunna ... ose » | 2hd. 

Sweden: 

2768 | Calais ... ...190]| 23d.|| 2778 | Stockholm 1901| 23d. 

2784 | Corsica . iis » | 1d. 

2737 | France ... ie 11900 3d. Turkey: 

2754 | Havre ... ...1901| 8d. || 2766 | Trebizond ae 1901) 1d. 

| AFRICA— 
German Empire and Colonies: || 2742 | Somali Coast Protectorate, 

2783 | Bavaria... ..1901) 1900-01 ... me 

2769 | Chemnitz Ad. | 

2758 | German Colonial Estimates | AMERICA, NORTH— 
for 1902 ... ..| 14d. United States of America: 

2748 | Estimates of German Em- 2755 | Baltimore eee 1901) 24d. 
pire for 1902 cs ld. || 2759 | Charleston ... ove » | 23d. 

2774 | Pomerania... ..1901| 34d.| 2763 | Chicago... | 

2751 | Prussian Estimates for 2752 | New Orleans oe oy | 2d, 
1902-03... a 1d. || 2781 | New York ... > | 3d. 

2745 | Samoa ... 1901 3d. || 2749 — d (Maine) .. Bd. 

572 | Higher, Middle and Lower 2770 | Texas.. 9 | 2a. 
Schools of Wiirtemberg ...| 3d. 

573 | Supplementary report on AMERICA, CENTRAL— 
Chemical Instruction and 2776 | Costa Rica ove «1901; 1d. 
Chemical Industries in 2756 | Honduras 1899-1900 and 
Germany ... 1d. 1900-01) 3d, 

574 | Prussian Railways 3d. AMERICA. SOUTH— 

575 | German Iron trade in 1900 Argentine Republic: 
and 1901 ... 3d. || 2767 | Buenos Ayres... —...1901| 2d. 

Greece: Brazil: 
- 2760 | Morea . ..1901) 1d. || 2740 | Sergipe ... ...1900| 1d. 

2775 | Pirzeus yy | 

2764 | Thessaly » | Chile : 

2753 |Coquimbo ... ...1900) 1d. 

ly: 

2773 | Lombardy... --.1901| 1d. Colombia: Republic of 

2744 | Naples ... gy: | 2747 | Colombia (excepting 

Panama) ...  ...1901) 144. 
Netherlands. 

2761 | Amsterdam ... .1901| 1d. Venezuela’: 

2772 | Ciudad Bolivar ...1901| 3d. 
P and Colonies 

2746 | Portugal ---1900} 13d. ASIA— 

Bussia: 2777 | Amoy ... 1901} 1d. 

2782 | Batoum... ae .-19C1| 2d. || 2738 | Foochow on ---1900} 1d. 

2743 | Odessa (Supplement)... -1990| 1d. || 2779 | Samshui 1901} 1d. 

2750 »  (Agriculture)...1901| 2741 | Ssumao and Mengtse.. -1900) 1d. 


q 
| 


May 8, 1902.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 287 


Government Publications. 


Treaty Series. 
The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since the lst January, 
1902, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No, — Price. 

1 Agreement additional to the Postal Convention between the 

United Kingdom and France of 30th August, 1890 aes 4d. 
2 General Index to the Treaty Series, 1897-1901 iss 3d. 
3 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Japan relative 

to China and Corea... 4d. 
4 Treaty between the United Kingdom and Brazil relative to 

the boundary between Brazil and British Guiana... 1d. 
5 Convention between the United Kingdom and Persia extend- 


ing the system of telegraphic communication between 
Europe and India through Persia ld. 
6 Treaty between the United Kingdom and the United States 
relative to the establishment of a communication by Ship 


Canal between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans ... 4d. 
7 Treaty between the United Kingdom and Belgium for tlie 
mutual surrender of fugitive criminals 13d, 


8 Agreement between the United Kingdom ‘and Germany 
relative to the boundary of the British and German 
spheres of interest between Lakes Nyasa and Tanganyika.. 63d. 
9 Agreement relative to the exchange of wane Orders between 
the United Kingdom and Belgium ... ou 4d. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
4 Ist January, 1902, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 
Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
346 Northern Nigeria ae iss ooo eee | 1s. 10d, 
347 British Islands ove ooo | 
348 Lagos ove 2d. 
349 British Guiana ave ove ane 2d. 
350 St. Vincent... sas 2d. 
352 Cocos Islands ... oe] 
Cyprus see coo | 8. 
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THE*COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE .. 


BOARD .OF. TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Conimercial Department of ‘the Board of F 


Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
demand for prompt and. accurate information on commercial matters, so far ag 
it can be met by Government action.. In deciding to establish this neq 
branch, the Board.of Trade. were largely: influenced by the recommenda: 
tions contained’ in the’ Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not” 
only of representatives of the. various-Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent: representatives:of commercial interests, which wag 
appointed in July, 1897: The Oommittee referred to was requested to 
consider and‘ advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 
nating among’ those ihterested. prompt’ and ‘accurate information upon 
commercial subjects, and’ (2) as~to ‘the collection: of ‘samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing: with British. productions, and 
the exhibition of .such: samples: to’ manufacturers: and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1).the.establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which “the ‘Board. ‘have followed -generally: in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become 4 
centre at which information on all- subjects of commercial interest. shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 


addressed to it, whether written er verbal. 
The. office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 


London, 8.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 


Sout the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 7 


partments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
“Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Excise and 
“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges on 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
lations concerning Commercial Travellers ; Trading Licenses ;\ Foreign and 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties ; Lists of 
Firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., dt. 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 
The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 


issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C, 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs, Hyre and 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in Hast Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C., price 23d. 
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